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The Annual meeting is coming. The new budget is being read. Chalice is
moving toward more involvement in our worship. The calendar says 2012.
We must be starting a new year!

Things change. Not always for the better.

When | write this column my computer screen faces the window. Outside the
window is a dusting of bird feathers, lying on top of the leaves. Somewhere a

cat is happy, but not the . Do you remember the broken packs of

cigarettes that used to show up, as someone tried to quit? Now they show up
empty. We will finally get the rain we need, but the skies are grey and the day

I's dar k. Returning fr oglassmyhalfemptther ' s |

Do you remember that song “I1’ve got P
grace | have hope like a river. | feel | am a colander, out of which the hope
drains almost as fast as it enters. But | am filled even faster tltaains.

Out the window the squirrels are fat and frisky. There is a wildly successful
pyracantha. The ivy and the agapanthus are ridiculously hardy. The sorrel and
the tiger lilies are escaping from the covering of brown leaves, and promise
blossomdo come in later months. The leaves, through which the squirrels

love to root, will become the soil from which everything grows. | feel like all
the plants are eagerly waiting for the rains to fill their glass full.



May the grace of God fill your ga and your nights. May we all know that as
everything changes, we receive new
times. Amen

Rolf
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Since our November/December 20Cbmmunicatoiour Church Leadership,
Gouncil, support Stafle nd T h e Ch ihdvaelbeen reallg busy taking e
care of normahnd traditionalthingsof the seasoras well as meeting many

new challenges. We want to report to you not only the good, but also the bad
and the ugly in faith thagéven when things appear bad and ugly, there is a
good i n Gdheseare summarizgoklowin quasichronological

order and notin order of importance.

1 On 12/16 John Chen heldBaandenburg No. V BWV 1050 J.S.Bach
winter concert in the Sanctuar. Performers included Elizabeth
Morando (flute), Julia Adams (violin), John Chen (harpsichord) and the
Hillsdale High School Chamber Orchestra and Chamber Singers with
Mark Fi directing. Admission was freeodd as well as castionations
to Second Havest Food Bank weraccepted. $215.00 cash donation
was received. UCCSC added $158.00 from the Souper Bowl collection
and we sent $373.00 to Second Harvesbod

1 After many thoughtful questions from Trustee Jim Roberts, he and the
BudgetCommittee met o site on 12/10/11 and hammered out the
budget that is in the 2011 Annual Repdtrving on the Committee
with Jim were Tom Kimura, Barbara Fischer, Sally Short, John Dusel, Siv
Nickerson and Rolf Hansen.
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Jim had warned that it would not be a pretty pio¢ and we would need
to put our thinking caps onOur challenges that with decline in active
membership we are drawing thin on pledgiollars and energetic hands
and feet to physically care for the churdtevertheless, the Committee
finished with a easonable budgednda proviso that there are a number
of unknown factors Good and Bad

Of the unknowns is thatoncerningPlA who have been our tenant on

the second floor for 14 yearand sometimes our partner in mission.
Due tothe bad economy, thelost quite a bit of their funding and had to
downsize. Theghave relinquished one of the roathat they occupy

with a possibility that they may leave us altogether and move to a new
location under a renfree grant Goodand Badfor them and Bad for

us, but we wish them the best.

At our 12/18/11 Council meeting, Rex Nickerson, John and Siv

Ni ckerson’”s son, came to talk about
webmasterand help us update owebsite, something that Rolf has

been wanting for some timeGood

Since Olga Hannel moved to Folsdalifornia Barbara Fischer has

been a bit lonely in her position &hristian EdChair and Supervisor.

She now joins Dorothy Day, John Dusel and John Nickerson as part of
Diaconate.Good

Chalice Christian Chunavho have been our tenant for Sunday worship
services for abouthawe alsddeensufferiegshe PI A’ s
challenges of declining membership due to deaths and relocation. As

such, on January 21, 2012 they celebrated their decade+ years of

ministry andbid farewell to heir Minister, Gerry Brague; Vice

Moderator (2006), Allen Foster; and Elder Lisa Haley. Gerry will be

living and teaching English as a Second Language in Hanoi, Viet Nam.

Al l en will join Ger rwi.BadadndGoadfawi | | b
them.

The remaining members of Chalice will worship together with us, as they
often have over the decade+. Once a month they will have their own



service in our Parlor. This will give them time to decide on their new
direction. Good.

On 12/19/11 Rolf received word of the death of his ailing father. Death

of one’s parent is always most di ff
remained stoic, stayed througbur Christmadraditional services and

activities, and left in January to attd the memorial service in

Washington state Bad because of the loss of a loved one, but Good

because Mr. Reed Hansen is with God.

Over the holidayg KS / KA f R NXigi@diHillsdale Mato | A R &
meet with Santa Claus and also gave a Christmaspeshce for their
parents in the Sanctuary. It was a lovely performance and the joyful
sounds of Christmas songs rang down the hallway to the pleasure of the
office staff. Good.

God closes one door and opens another. Through the efforts of Siv and
Jahn Nickerson, we were introduced Eully Alive Community Church

We will publish more information about them in a later issue of the
CommunicatorFor the time being, you can log on to
http://www.fullyalive.comto learn more about them, their beliefs,

mi ssion, and progr ams. Fully Alive
building at 1406 Radio Rd. in Redwood City. To meet their changed
economic and financial circumstances, they wanted a more modest
place of worshighat isin keeping with the means. They visited us

many times, toured our facilities, and we found a maitla tenant

landlord relationship

Fully Alive’s membership is about 1
participants. They have about-3® younguns andyouths. On Sundays

they will be worshipping in Mahany Hall in the morning with programs

for the youths in the Youth Room, Pennoyer Room and the Nursery. In

fact, they will be the caretaker of the Nursery although we will retain

access and uselTheywillal so have a “permanent”
floor, occupying the section that PIA needed to relinquish.


http://www.fullyalive.com/

It s been sai d t hatingentitp ootdeatipiacgs or a
of wood, metal and synthetic materials. Nothing nurtures a building or
house than tle sounds and vibration of youthful energ.ood.

1 This week, after the horrible rain storm of last weekend, we found the
roof leaksover the office that Fully Alive is to occupydly! But within
24hour s of not i-Dad”c abktodoSivNickerson “ Can
together with Trustee Tom Kimura marshaled out forces to address the
problem. Roofers were called and the premises willdgairedto
welcome our new tenant when they move iood.

1 God is too gracious! The preparation to recetudly Alive caused us to
clean up our neglected rooms and do serious sorting out and dumping.
Lots of work but calmly orchestrated by Siv. In doing so, we found our
San Carlos Lions Cli#resident Scot Marster ready to help us. Scot, by
the way, is a SaCarlos Planning Commission Vice Chair. The Lions Club
uses our Mahany Hall for their fundraisers and in turn help us with work
project such as varnishing the hall floor daddscape/yard cleanp.

In this instance, he introduced us to ProjectRbke Home and its
Director, Gwen StrainProject FIN is a community based organization,
located in the San Francisco Bay Area. One of the things they do is
provide assistance to families overcome with personal and financial
crisis situations, i.e. homelessss. Among themanyprojects Gwen
engages in, she is starting a resource center for veterans. Gwen came
and looked over our tdoe-discarded items (result of our sorting and
dumping) and identified the ones she could use at her locations or other
places oheed. The Model Train, our project from several years back
had beenearmarked for a noiprofit. ThisTrain seftogether with a 3
piece Bingo machine set from the Lions Cimitl be put to good use and
full enjoymentby FIN clients. Detailed informah about Project FIN

and Rose Home can be found-lome. Good

Photos matching the above news are included at the end of this publication.
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Our roster of Liturgists/Readerfeor 2012are:
James Akin, John Dusel, Beatrice HalRiopin Hansen, and Celia Skipton.

Our roster of Usherfor 2012are: Alyce BishopJeanette Callis, Dorothy Day,
Bob Dormoy, John Dusel, Beatrice Halaby, Rowan Hansen, Tom Kimura] Bill &
Dolores MalmborgJohn & Siv Nickerson, Larry, Gareth & Abigail Wang

Because of potential impending changes, assigned dates for February 2012 is
not included here. Check the Sunday Bulletin for this information.

As we no longer have a Floral Staff, we will not be taking flower dedications. If
you wish to dedica flowers, please purchase and have them arrangetbre
bringing them to Sunday service. You can however, let the Church Office know
of your dedication. We will make every attempt to include a notation in the
Sunday Bulletin.
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Under the supervision of the Deats and our minister, we maintain a fund

that is to be used for members of the church and people in the community

when they have financial emergencies. This fund is supported by the members

of the congregation. Traditionally a basket is made availalileeisanctuary

the first Sunday of each montko receive these funds. Checks should be

made out to “Deacon Fund of Community

The Deacons would like to wilie followingFebruarybabies
avery Happy birthday!
Julie Kimura
George Sigler
Martha Van Der Veen
Susan Sullivan
Anne Squires
Bonnie Woodson
lan Roberts
David Burgess

If you would like to request a prayer chain, please contact Jeanne McDongld at
592-2424.
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Chalice 1/21/12 Celebration



TCP Kids Christmas at the Mall




